
Knowledge about biodiversity increases fast 



BUT 

some important gaps remain 

the existing knowledge is not 

always translated into action 

inter and trans-disciplinary 

exchanges need to be encouraged 

science-policy interface is still 

underdeveloped 



« Burning embers diagram » 

 



SCIENCE, ECONOMY and POLICY: delays 
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SCIENCE TO POLICY: complex process 
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DEVELOPMENT, FEEDBACK, COMMUNICATION 

about 1 year 



EU policy development 

EU contracting party to Convention on 

Biological Diversity (since 1993) 

1998  

 

EU biodiversity 

strategy 

2001  

 

European 

Council agrees 

to halt the loss of 

Biodiversity by 

2010 
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2004  
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Action Plan 
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     2050 Vision 

2020 headline target 
 

Halt biodiversity loss – restore ecosystem services – global contribution 
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ANNEX OF ACTIONS 

6 Targets: 

Structure of the EU Biodiversity Strategy up to 2020 



Biodiversity : key actions  

 

 Fully implement existing legislation 

 

 Implement EU Biodiversity Strategy up to 2020 and CBD 

Strategic Plan and relevant decisions 

 

 Further strengthen the integration and mainstreaming of 

biodiversity into other sectors 

 

 Ensure robust environmental assessments (SEA/EIA)  

 Promote synergies e.g. with climate change action 



“A road map towards a resource efficient Europe”  
Communication adopted 20 September 2011 

Communication COM(2011) 571 final  

EnvironmentEnvironment

The Life-cycle

SourceSource SinkSink

Extraction:Extraction:

16 tons16 tons

Disposal:Disposal:

6 tons6 tons

Growing Growing 

technospheretechnosphere
To physical stock: To physical stock: 

10 tons10 tons

Threats to ecosystem services !Threats to ecosystem services !



 Climate change 

 White Paper on Adaptation 

 Common Agricultural Policy 

 Common Fisheries Policy 

 Cohesion Policy, Structural Funds 

 … 

And 

 MAFF  Multi Annual Financial Framework 

“other” policies  



Thank you for your attention 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/

